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From Rae Lynn Hicks, GFWC Ml President

A little history...

Seneca Falls, New York, is best known for a big piece of American history—and a
dash of movie magic.

-

Did you know that Seneca Falls in upstate New York was the
town that inspired the classic Christmas movie “It's a
wonderful Life”? So... is Seneca Falls “the real Bedford
Falls”? Not officially—but it inspired it. Both Seneca Falls
and the movie share the same core idea: Ordinary people,
rooted in community, can change history.

Question, “What else is Seneca Falls famous for?
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19th Amendment Votes for Women

Birthplace of the Women’s Rights Movement q

Seneca Falls is most famous as the site of the 1848 Seneca Falls Convention, the
first women’s rights convention in the United States.

o Organized by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott

o Produced the Declaration of Sentiments, which boldly declared that “a/l men
and women are created equal.”

o Launched the organized fight for women’s suffrage and broadened women’s
civil rights.

Today, this legacy is preserved at the Women’s Rights National Historical Park.

The convention helped launch a national movement. The movie reminds us—every
December—that every single life matters.



A little environmental action...

Simple things you can do to protect the earth:

e BYOB. Last year Americans went through about fifty billion plastic water
bottles. Fill up a reusable water bottle at home and bring it with you.

e Get in touch with your roots. Plant a tree.

e Put one foot in front of the other. One hundred years ago, 99.9% of people
got by without cars. They took the train and they walked. Using fuel efficient
cars is important, but we can save even more fuel by simply driving less.

e Put on a sweater and turn down the heat. The sweater will keep you warm
and will help conserve resources and reduce climate change.

40 The winner of the “Justine Conservation Award “is Barb
* Maxwell, GFWC Pigeon. Thanks to all who supported this

fundraiser.

Looking forward to the conservation project.

A little nudge...

Reporting is upon us once again. | know that all of you have been busy this year.
My hope is that you feel like bragging about the excellent work you have done.
The fillable forms you need are available on the Michigan website: GFWCMI.com.
Remember you must download the forms to your computer before you can fill
them in.



Important dates for District Presidents, CSP, and Advancement chairman:
e Judged report deadline is March 15, 2026.
e Start finding your (non-GFWC) judges soon.
e Due February 1, 2026

LEADS applications

Goodridge-Johnson Award

Individual club reports

McCaslin-VanBlaricom Award

Arts and Nursing Scholarships

Website Contest and Newsletter entries

e Send all results/files to both President Rae Lynn and First Vice President
Diane.

e Name your files starting with your club’s name minus GFWC e.g., Swartz
Creek 2025 narrative- Civic Engagement.

e Completed Club of the Year Information from District Presidents is due by
March 15, 2026.
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